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Where are they now?

Bally, Interact and VideoBrain

Three computers were introduced in
late 1977 that were truly aimed at the
consumer market, the Bally Arcade,
Interact Models | to4 and VideoBrain. All
were capable little machines but none quite
made it in the marketplace. The reasons
are many — distribution, dealer training,
advertising, limited software, etc.

Today, however, we continue to get
letters from owners of these systems
looking for documentation, software,
other users and help in general. Here's
what we know. Itisn’t everything. We’d be
happy to have some of the missing pieces
filled in by readers.

Bally

The Bally Arcade, renamed later the
Bally Computer, was originally sold by
JS&A. It was plagued at the beginning
with severe delivery delays and lack of
support. Eventually Bally got their act
together and started delivering reliable
machines.

Unfortunately, about this same time
Bally was hit with some major cash
requirements for construction of their
casino in Atlantic City among other things.
As a result, Bally decided to sell the
computer division to Fidelity Electronics
(makers of Chess Challenger and other
high-end electronic games). Many Bally
distributors and dealers were opposed
because Fidelity had a reputation for

dealing direct instead of using distributors
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and dealers. Consequently, a group of
distributors got together and made a
counter offer.

The net result was that neither deal
was consummated and Bally decided to re-
activate the computer division themselves.
At the 1980 Summer CES, Bally was
showing the basic computer with several
new -ROM cartridges of games. The old
cassette interface never worked reliably —
we had three and never were able to read
programs from other systems. It is to be
hoped that the current model has the bugs
out. Without it, of course, there is no way
to exchange programs except by means of
typed or handwritten listings.

A Bally club was active for about a
year, but is not active now as far as we can
determine.

We are glad to see Bally back in the
market since they produce a very nice
machine with lots of graphics and sound
goodies at a very attractive price ($299.95).
For more information, contact S-W
Distributors, Inc., 5300 B McDermott
Drive, Berkeley, IL 60163. (312) 449-5000.

Interact

A few short months after going into
production with three new models,
Interact bit the dust. We found the Interact
to be a capable machine with 16K memory,
cassette drive, color graphics and sound
built-in. We understand that many dealers
are selling systems today with deep
discounts from the $549 (and up) list price.

There is an active Interact owners
group with a regular newsletter. Member-
ship is $10.00. For a sample newsletter
send a 15¢ stamp to INTERACTION,
Detroit Interact Group, 15356 Prevost,
Detroit, MI 48227.

'

YideoBrain

Perhaps the most innovative of the
three machines with its APL/S language,
VideoBrain failed the most decisively.
VideoBrain computers are currently being
remaindered at $150 and less. For the
hardware, this is a real bargain; however,
virtually no technical documentation is
available as far as we can determine. Nor
are there any active clubs which focus on
VideoBrain.

VideoBrain had perhaps the finest
joysticks in the industry. These are being
sold today under the name VideoStik for
around $40 a pair.

If anyone has any further information
about these or other similar companies,
we’d be happy to hear from you. DJ
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Follow Up

Bally, Interact and Video Brain

The response is in. In the September
issue I asked information on Bally, Intergct
and Video Brain. Here S what we got )

Video Brain

Nothing, zip, zero. People wrote to us
wondering where to get cartridges, repairs,
¢t al. But that was it. No oné gave us any
leads to current dealers or’sources. It's
almost as though the company, their dealers
and mast of their customers vagished to

David H. Ahl

telephone modem, service manuals and
over 30 software tapes.

Manu-tronics was the actual manufae-
turer-of the Interact computer. Foday,
they sell the Level II unit with twa joys ks
and ome program t,am, for '$299. {They
ran a special price prior to Chns;mqs ‘of
$269. It may or may not still be avallablf,: }

A,ddres_ses of these companies arg:

A press release photo of the Interact
Modgl One distribyted. at the 1979 sum-
mer Cansumer Elec‘tmmcs Show e

Micro Yidgo.
another planet. PO Box 7357
: Ann Arbor, MI 48107
Interact G138
A diffgrent story here. In the Decmbgi Pwtccm%mmm
issue we tokl you about David Ross Q.Box
Micro deeQ. They “are contin Franklin Pargk, I}, 60134
market and support the unit and are mﬂ (312) 3825244
selling computers (for $375), ap RS-232
interface and several software packages, Manu-tronies
Protecto’ Emerpnzes markets the 16K 9115 26th AVenuq
model R for $249. They also ha.ve 88399  Kenosha, WE 53140
‘package which addmonaﬂy mctudcs mel (414) 694-7700
II Basic and documentation, seryice man- . '
ual, two “joystick controllérs and threg
tapes of software. B.J. Badger of Protecto
writers that they “suppokt t Madel R
to the greatest extent." Their price Nst
shows an iaterface part, 16K expandes,
inteoduce yas market high-tochnology,
uicket Moms, it was IS&A sﬁ&tmmdu%?é
Ball countless calculators, digital watches,
%y “Boglet 8, ap electionicbueglar alirm,
Quite a story bobind thia one. Aud.most 4 Tematg tolophono answering machine
of it hasa'v yet M wired. and sooxes of other “xpace age " devices.”
In cazly 1977, Bally cngineers put the  Although the Bally compitor was osie
finishing tow hos onthe design of ahome  of the Mot expensive mvm&m&A had,
computer. The hame computer was to  over Randled. Sugarman was confident
come in two parts. The first part wagan  that his g ?b‘: of informative advertifing
arcade game and the secopyd’ mﬂ wag a  canld sell the unit, Sugarman took several
keéyboard gdd-on module that would come m&a getting totally familiar with'the
Iater and complgte the system. Bally then  wpit aogd mher two months writing and
reached an agrooment with Josoph Sugar- - re-writing the ad. Mo confessed that if
mgn that his company, JS$A, would b was g of the most diffioult he ever

Prototype of the Bally keyboard unﬁ
which wag never meuufactured.

the one to introduce and be one af the
few to market the upiy mationwide. IS&A
bad achieved an exoellent ang. welk
deserved ‘reputation of being able to
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wrote. Alio one of the best. It Tan in

September 1977 as one-balfl page in the
Wall Street Jowengl and in" oqant(ﬂ’e
Amgrmm asa moppa.gq spread
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Bally, continued. .

The orders pomd in. First a trickle '

and thep a flood-8000 in all. Prompt
delivery was promised. But then Bally
slipped delivery to Gotober. JS&A natified
customess. Some capeelied, Then another
slip. Notify. cystomers, Mare cangellations.
Finally a few units wese ready ip January.

Buthymamﬂleb%shadwﬂﬁd
Bally as marketing vice president. He
wanted to show Bally management that
he could turn things around. He ignored
the previous arrangements with JS&A and
started to set up a dealer network. To
make sure the dealers were sucecessful,
produocts were shipped to them first and a
small percentage to JE&A even though
JS&A still had thousands of back orders.

Unfortunately, moss of the first produc-
tion units were defective and they were
retyrned. The problem was irored out
and a new batch shipped out two months
later. Lo and behold —another prohiem
and fifty peccent of this batch came
streaming back.

Around this time, Bally decided they .

would put off manufacture of the keyboard
unit indefinitely. It had originally been
promised for delivery in early 1978. When
JS&A sespapsibly passed this piece of
information along to their custamers,
huadreds mare units were retusped from
peaple who -had bought it for evestual
RSE a8 4 compuier.

By late 1978, Rally had committed to -

puing up a huge casing in AdanticCity.
This would require 2 substantial qutlay of
cash so they scaled hack some of thelr
lessmwe operations ke hame com-
puters. Sugacman was getting pretty fed
with the whole deal so finally, in
#fwcmbaf 1979, he decided to liguidate
the reymaining Bally computers hie had in
stack {some Bew, some retaens) for 4 basgio
basement $49.95 each. Unfostunately the
ad was sushed iato print and contained a
few statements that Ratly dide’t like, We've
reproduced it here—see ¥ you can find
the two Slatoments that caused Rally 40

" Incidentally, mmamdnm v

Bally got a court injunction ni
1$&A from sumning more ads. IS&

- appealed and the case was mmwd by
the Distiot Court of Appeals.

zammmov mmwma
mmﬂ&mwa units for 2 cents
emh Tahﬂadm&mmnedMManuM
e seat 10 Bally and d for ¢he flat
p feeofﬁ%and:,hcxemit came with a
&umtﬁdwwm aﬂ%dﬂm
thauiwm q wd.sm%m‘z?agﬁ.
Yer
 Unfortugately for Bally, IS&A hadmm
mmacmwmwmm s sepvice
manager in which be cited the §25 fee
severa times.
That's kind of 2 lopg-winded story of

Licjuid-

ation
Sale I!!

o6
Ily Arcade Game or Home Libr,
¢, Origil $300, now on/y
349 while sup s last.

We ase liquidating owr snlire invengary of Bally Arcade mo"m
mabis TV games at wmlygtvomnywm Soma

slight scratches but ai are fully Some arg niy umts
sommrelum;dbycumm-uwwwso-daym

CLOSE outT

Froduct comes with ane-year kimiteg waraply backed by
luan and four pistol geips. Thig is an inctadible vn‘uo
Checks o money.ogders only. Agd $6.00 or postage, h
msurmca and tincls residenis please adg 6% sales Jgx. You

3 256 SR ABE"

may atso select from dowr cartridges ragulady $20 10 $25 each—but
oftered hare athall price. They inchae such games as Seg JWoll, 260
Z2zap and Math Binga at $10 each. Basebal for only $12.50. There
are many other cariridges offered by Batly andwe Wik '“PW itk

Bally-$492:.80% Off

Bally's address tor future orders. W have over 3,256 Cawiridges 50
rs e inviled Jo buy tham gdiecly from us al less thap
wholesale. This is g0p pf the mogt spectacular ofrs ol th yayy.

JOOMEL
FHiNK

© J86AGroup 406 4079

mu caused &#yﬁ lawycn to demand

that JS&A run a retracdon?

M and I8&A, But wait, Thers' um
In 1980, Bally tinally got fed up witk
their eatirg Consumer Products Division
(casinos and coin-op gemes were @ors
gx&?&aﬂe; a:gd s0ld it to Astrovision,
reactiv; the keyboard project
and showed seversl prototype paits with
cgsmss gtapbics packags at the winter
Auguat 1981 availehiliy is
The curremt price for me

«“Bzggy ?mfemtmai Mmde“ alone is

Dick Konops of Bally'’s {feemer) Con-
sumer Products Division etated that “Batly
Conp will continug 10 honor
wartantyandmvmobbgauomoam
anits purchased from Bally Consumer
Products Divisioa, “memwﬁd

by Rex Teleyision
ato produciag

Several other companigs
softwaze for the Bali sich ps George
Moses Cp. (all 15 of Bneh‘c 2part Inven-
tions on one tape), Wavemakers (moatly
#ames) and Anderson R&D (specch mac-
ognition system and games). Perkine
Engineering is praducing a device catled
# Blue Bam which facilitates adding a

dotawremcmmy '
umwm old ys about two Rally

. owner clubs, both of which pyblish news-

fetiers, the Arcadians and Cursor. The'
Arcadign newsletter is ontering iss third
year, price is $12,50 per year. Cursor
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started publighing in January 1980; price
is $19.50 per year {12 1ssues) or $9.75 for
six issues.

Fred Cornett, President of Cursor, wrote
me a long detter on Qetober 3 describing
Cursor and wuling me three back issues.

_ 1 planned to give them prominent mention

in this follow-up, But then, g week and a
half later, before 1 even had chance to
respond to Fred's letter, heshotath:e&
page letter to InfoWarld accusing me of
doing a "haichet job" on Bally (in the
September issue in which I was soliciting
additional information for this follow up).
In his letter he stated, “obyionsly Mr. Ahl
feels he bas so much gredibility he doesn't
need 4o check the facts anymore. He merely
priats copjecture and readers accept it as
{aet; What compounds this prablem is
articies sugh as Mr. Osborne’s which heap
even more credibility on the yndeserving
Mr. AbL* It goes on. InfoWaorld had the
lettor in type but apparently had second
thoughts about running it. ] would have
tap.

I conld zespond fusther to Fred, but it
bardly secms necessary and I've probably
rawbigd too long anyway. Here are the
addresses of companies. meptioned in the
Bally section:

Anm Besgarch and Design
1611 Lacots Lane
Bumvmo, MN 8530

Arcpdian
c/0 Robert Fm
3626 Marrie Drive -
San Jose, CA 95127 .

Astrovmon

H460 Busch Bivd., S»txe 225 .
Columbus, OH 43229

(800 848-4377

Cursor , «
9050;%6 ‘
MHQH;MCA‘M&!'

Gmcmas. ,
1I0E. Nasth 8¢.
Brighton, M 48146

QOne JS&A Plarn
Naorthhrogk, 1. 60062

Wavemakes .

Pox 94801

Bohsumbig, 1L 60193 o
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